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sumers, and even the criminally accused. We made the envi-
ronment a priority.

All along the way there were astonishing strides in medi-
cine and other disciplines, and technological advances that
took us to the moon and beyond, and that brought us into a
computer age that revolutionized the world,

It was a hell of a few decades. 2%

Now where are we? At some point late in that postwar run,
we took a wrong turn. That can-do era sputtered to an end,
and we let the selfish, the vain, the greedy, and the incompe-
tent take control of ur nation and tell ys what we can’t do.
We can’t build first-class schools, We can't provide a reason-
able wage for all working men and women. We can't follow
through on the promise of Social Seeurity. We can’t deliver
affordable drugs to the sick and infirm. We can't clean up the
slums, or rescue the millions of children trapped in the clutches
of poverty. We can’t protect the environment.

The nation’s leaders have looted the Treasury, mortgagul.
the future for generacions to come, and driven us into a sinl
hole in Iraq. And they've done it with impunity. Rememlier
President Bush’s “middle-class” rax cus? “Over the comiiy
decade,” says Rohert Reich, a former secretary of labor, “Hli
Bush tax cuts will transfer more wealth to the richest one
cent of the population than any fiscal policies in histary, !

If I had one wish for this country it would be for lendu
thar would arouse the consciousness of the masses 1o the i
and injustice all around them. There are still plenty of vl
individuals who head out each day and put up a terifiy |
on behalf of the poor and the oppressed and anyone uly
might need a boost or a hand—or just a fair shake. [y
often they're overmatched by the far cars and the 1l
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yuan in 1999, Chinese scientists also get cash awards that
can run into thousands of dollars for getting papers published
in scholarly journals.

The beefing up of research labs in China and elsewhere is not
just luring natives back to their homeland. It is also retaining
promising students who might once have gone to the United
States to study. Thar matters because keeping U.S. universities
the best in the world depends on luring the very best students.
Tougher visa regulations put in place after 9/11 don’t help either.
Chu has plenty of horror stories. One former student went home
to Taiwan for a brief vacation. When he applied for his re-entry
visa, he said he was studying atomic physics. Even though that
subject had nothing to do with nuclear-weapons work, eighteen
months passed before he could return. “These stories get passed
around,” says Chu. “If you're being courted all around the world,
if you could go to graduate school anywhere you wanted, why
would you come to the United States?”

In absolute terms, of course, the United States is still the
world leader in scientific research. A half-century’s worth of
momentum is tough to derail. Yet, says Shirley Tilghman, [rese
ident of Princeron and a molecular biologist, “there’s still rei
son to feel some urgency. The world is not standing still while
we take a pause.”

For the first time in decades, however, there’s hape that the
pause may be ending. Given its bipartisan appeal, the Bush Cline
petitiveness Initiative is likely to pass. Funding won't be iy
given the soaring deficit, but the people who dole aut the o
are enthusiastic. “l am very, very supportive,” Represeniutl i
Frank Wolf, the House Republican in charge of science III!'||.|I_
told Time, “and I think the President is going to get whil I
requested.” Sometimes, marvels Alexander, “these thinggs pil
years and then suddenly come rogether in a big way."
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Are We Losing Oy Edge?

Joming the Conversation

L. Whart argument does Michael D), Lemonick make about the
current state of scientific and technological innovation in
r['le United States? What reasons does he provide to suppore
his argument? What do you consider to be the most per-
suasive evidence given in support of his argument?

2. Lemonick describes efforts of other nations to compete witl

U.S. researchers in coming up with new discoveries and
products. How do these descriptions function as parr of the
l;l_rger argument! That is, why are conditions in other coun-
tries relevant in examining the state of science and rech-
nology in the United States?

3. Re-read the quetations from Stanford University. president
John Hennessy and DuPont CEO Chad Holliday in. para-
-graph 14. How does Lemonick incorporate these quoratim;s
into his text? How does he introduce them and explain
them? How does his surrounding text frame the quorations
in a way that advances his own argument? i

4. After providing substantial evidence of how the United
States is “losing [irs] edge,” the article concludes on a more
positive note by discusslng Some promising signs of renewed
sovernment commitment rescarch and development,
Why do you think Lemonick chose to end in this somewhat
upbear way? . (

5. Lemonick worries that there’s been a decline in U.S, research

competitiveness with orher countries, whereas Bol | lerbert
Cl'llnSiLferS a different kind of decline in the essay that openg
ri\us chapter (pp. 394403). Write an essay stating your own
views about where the United States stands today in relation
to the rest of the world. Cige examples from Lemonick and
Herbert and others in this chaprer as appropriate, .
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particular episodes and in the cut-and-paste lst\'lc of ‘,I‘I:I“I:i::;
By deconstructing and reframing the images in uur‘ nu‘x I. ,m”w
allow us to see them more objectively, or ;.u lcz:al‘ u;.||'1 o
ironic distance. They encourage us to question nci ““I:| :"”
tutional forces are presented to us through Ihc\ nm;:![: .I. ‘lxl e
us to see the fickle nature of our own responses. l;.rufl; o
the television world are represented as cartoon ch_lr,lnnl :“[
just to accentuate certain features, hn[ also to uliml\l I”:h‘ln
recontextualization of their dentw‘m.w. These a;tj !“)L,:"u_]‘lllu i
icatures, bur pop cultural samples, juxtaposed in order ]
minate the way they affect us. : -
As writers and producers, Reiss and Jean SﬁT\v-L.i I, b
“channels” for the media as received llu"oqg‘h t!-wn u.\\.n i i
dinal filters. While they experience their function as .-n|||l| ' {
“stoke the furnace,” the media images they chnulsar r.n \l_"_ﬂd
ble are the ones they feel need to be cxposlcd and LJTI'U:. 1 .': .
Reiss admitred to me, “I feel that in_ th).s way The ! r||l|| |
is the ultimate of what you call a m_cdla virus. It :mlln: n:l. 1
tle insidious because 1 have kids of my own, mu.l th l(w:t
we're a hit is because so many kids watch us nml ||1.Ii.l:
huge enterprise. But we're feeding them 1 lot U,i |-Il'|n
notions that they didn’t sign on for. That's not »l\ n: ::
wartching for. We all come from {hl.s“ !Ivzlck.g;nu.m‘. n‘l .‘.uhlp
that has never been big and popular—it's this "clumrn; | :I.'
or Saturday Night Live, Harvard Lampoon, National Fim
e used to be there, two.” .
W{:F:m Simpsons provided its writcr::‘ \\;ith a dul‘;ﬂ\:v \"lfn'l"i
for their most irreverent memes: “It’s as thoug \lml
found a vehicle for this sensibility, where we c‘.{n dat |::
of humor and the attitudes, yer in a package that nioe

how, it wouldn’e be a hit,” Reiss concluded quite audiing
show, )
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bart simpson

Bart Simpson: Prince of Irreverence
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literacy program” and describes the show as “nothing short
of a media revolution.” What features of the cartoon is he
referring to in these two slightly different claims! How, Famil G

according to Rushkoff, do they make the show so influen- ¥ LGuy and F'reud.
tial and different from previous programming! Jokes and Their R 1 '

7. The first sentence of this essay says clearly what Rushkoff . €latzon
wants to argue about The Simpsons, but he doesn't spell out the UnCOnSCiOHS
what view he is responding to. What unstated view do you
think he’s arguing against? Write out a sentence or two sum- ANTONIA PEACOCKE
marizing the “they say.”

3. Rushkoff is writing about young people (or, as he puts it —E—

“sereenagers”) but not necessarily for an audience of young
people. Who would you say is the audience he is writing for!
How do you think this essay might be different—in its lan-
guage, its tone, and its arguments—if Rushkoff were writing
primarily for young viewers of The Simpsons?

4. What happens in the long example of the episode wher
Bart acts as a “media manipulator’” and creates a scenario i
which a little boy has supposedly fallen down a well?
does this example illustrate Rushkoff’s larger argument a

_ the significance of the show? OB

‘:\5\1  Choose a television show that you and your pe%/rs_ WA
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children. Data on “aliveness” can be shared on a “need to know”
basis, for a purpose. But what are the purposes of living things?
Twenty-five years ago the Japanese realized that demogra-
phy was working against them and there would never be enough
young people to take care of their aging population. Instead of
having foreigners take care of their eldetly, they decided to
build robots and put them in nursing homes. Doctors and nurses
like them; so do family members of the elderly, because it is
easier to leave your mom playing with a robot than to leave
her staring at a wall ora TV. Very often the elderly like them,
1 think, mostly because they sense there are no other oprions.
Said one woman about Aibo, Sony'’s household-entertainment
rohot, “It is better than a real dog. . .. lt won't do dangerous

things, and it won't betray you. . . .
and make you feel very sad.”
Might such robotic arrangements

and their children in the short run in a feel-good sense  Why!
but be bad for us in our lives as moral beings? The answer L
does not depend on what computers can do today or
what they are likely to be able o do in the future. It
hangs on the question of what we will he like, what kind

of peaple we are becoming as we develop very intimate i

tionships with our machines.

Joining the Conversation
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Joining the Conversation

1./ Gerald Graff begins his essay with the view that we gener- FieT EEN

ally associate “book smarts” with intellectualism and “street

smarts” with anti-intellectualism. Graff then provides an 'S ECONOM'C MOBIL
extended example from his early life to counter this view- ITY
point. What do_you ihink of his argument chat boshood JusT A DREAM?

conversations about sports provided asolid foundation-for
his later intellectual life? What support does he provide, and
how persuasive is ir?

2. Graff a}gues in paragraph 13 that the intellectual world is
much like the world of team sports, with “rival texts . ..,
rival theories . . .., and elaborate team competitions.” Can
you think of any examples from your own experience that
support this assertion? In what ways do you think “the real,
intellectual world” is different from the world of team sportal

3. How does Graff's own language suppart his argument about
pop culture and academic work? How does his writing e
pare with that of Douglas Rushkoff (pp. 241-55) or Georg
F. Will (pp. 293-96)? :

e

It 1s naroizg IMAGINE ANYT

most Amer, ;
kg {:Z:ir:;::mn .the‘lneiief that we are the authors of
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When I was born in April 1967, America was admired across
the Muslim world as the shining light on the hill breathing ' A :

: - ; F re We Losin 2
hope for a positive future. Today, we are loathed and distrusted 4 Our Edge
by huge majorities from the eastern shores of the Atlantic to M

; i ; ICHAEL D,
the western shores of the Pacific, from sea ro shining sea. L D. Lemon Ick
Something, something at home, has got to change. .
—a

loining the Conversation

L. Hady Amr writes about how the United States is now dis- Gasrier AEPPLI was bory iy Switzerland, by when he s
trusted “in places where we were once admired for our ideals” one year old, his fagher came o the United States ro pursue |
(paragraph 11). What exactly is he arguing? What, in other career as a mathemaricigp, Back thep, America was 5 sciat.'ntiﬁ;
words, is his *[ say”? city on the hill " 4 place where CNOIMous resourees academijc

2. Amr goes into some detail about his relationship with the freedom, a tradition of skepticism, ynd a history of ;xccllenc-
sister of the kidnapping victim and also abour his career and lured everyone from astronomers ro 200logists from 4] over th:
that of his friend, Whar do vou think is the putpose of this world, and like Aeppli’s father, many of them never had an
background information in the article as a whole? interest in leaving, e

3. Why did Avyesha, the sister of the kidnapping victim, nop Aeppli, now forty-eighy, attended M.LT, where he gor 4
involve the U.S, povernment in trying to free her brothept Ph.D.in electrica] engineering, an WENLon to work ar Bel] L'lbs
According to Amr, what does her decision say abou el the legendary research arm of AT&T. Then he moyed on to ‘th.e‘
tudes toward the United States across the Muslim worldf NEC research laborarory, ourside Princeton, NiJ., o a senior
What does he believe caused rhese attirudes? research scientist, Byp while induyseria] labs used 1 be \vell-fundgﬂ

4. Amr clearly states his own Position on attitudes in the M
lim world toward the United States. Does ke consicler uiy MiCHAEL D. Lemonick 15 a journalist whe, specializes inscience ang
possible arguments that might be raised against his view! medical writing, [1e VA a senfor selence writer 4 T"E;nc n‘m:nc -
not, whar objections might have heen raised? [ more than twenty years and srij] contributes to Thne by wriri-n a bl

5. Write an essay that begins where Amr's article endly, pup cilled Eye on Science, where he TepOIts on “whag's } 2 i'(.d blog

: ] : : 8 hot, what's ¢pe)
haps by quoting him as saying that “Something , . Iy il what’s controversial, and whag's just plain silly iy the world ‘
to change” (paragraph 14). You'll need t“ld'-'""l“l’ Al hee He teaches science writing a¢ Princeron University lll;l.l is the
position and then respond with your own vigws, ‘lllliru_!:.' of five books, “Are We Losing Our Edger appeared i Time
on -5 I‘(:brua?’y 2006,

azine for

of sei-
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http://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/c/a/caw43/behrendwriting /Rockler-

Gladen,%20Naomi.pdf

for the effects they have on society. It doesn't mpia

to whom a company markets their products; 1t cily

how parents raise their children. Once again, ol

becomes the business of individual families, not soelug

So, what can media activists do? I think the (i ot

find ways to appeal to members of this generation o {1l

of the individual. Young peaple might not initially e il
the plight of a Nike worker in Vietnam or a Wal-Mur wol
in Houston, They may, however, be concerned with low il
card companies lure in college students, or how college Ik
stores jack up prices needlessly, or how car insurance oy
nies charge them exorbitant amounts. When | ask stuclonis (9
give examples of how corporations have screwed them oy e
sonally, the room fills up with raised hands, This is a good way
to show them thar although consumerism has brought thum
happiness in their lives, it has also brought them problems,

A second activist strategy of reaching Generation Y is (1)

find examples in popular culture. Generation Y is all about pop
culture. Pve found that my students are amenable to discus
sions about how advertisers and media producers consciously
create media content that “trains” young people to be con-
sumers. Young people need to know that corporations see them
as a market to manipulate, and often will respond to this argu-
ment, because who wants to be manipulated? The trick is to
find popular culture texts they relate to thar have a strong pro-
consumerism bent. I've had some success in the past with the
“Pottery Barn” episode of Friends. In this episode, Rachel lies
to her raommate Phoehe and tells her their new furniture is
antique. Actually, it came from Pottery Barn, but Phoebe hates
commercial furniture. Rachel is caught in her lie when the two

walk by Pottery Barn and see most of the furniture in the dis-

Me Against the Media

i i and
w. Bt then Phoebe sees a lamp in the window 5
| sSOTL: mer
t buy it. Phoebe learns her lesson: cammemm
hlﬂ:f:::d. Another good source of pr‘oczncsﬁmk’%un
;lu\{w television, a favorite of students an
o1 pliacement. i
gt‘l::ategy is simply to get young people tsi) :\w o
1 i wing up and ho
li their experiences gro' e
nl::::uttiav“ felt about corporate POWET and c;m:-; e
i‘rte the children of Baby Boomers, aftert a-n;\,e i
ivism, their parents ;
't heen around activism, ; i
I'fc;r;tasslgnmems is to get students to \r}ter;;[ ]
t mmmbers about popular culture and their p
e i ignment.
E hve\;t}ll'ls ﬂsSllg\alf-le'al.r my Nike hat t© class, some
re’s hope. When i
' thed.ems get it, and inevitably, a student stops
il the stu 4 it
ffice at the end of the semester an

- and announces she has stopped
ia activists
arbucks. Bur this is no easy rask, and med e
ol dvised ta work hard to relate to Gene 7
; paying attention to them, and &

wing to S
wonild be well a

“The advertisers are cerrainly
hould we.

Joining the Conversation

erca c wing sentence in aray | try to make
agr
ollowing sentenc I P ¥
1. Ren d th to a h 4 y t k

through advertiseme.
rough advertiser-friendly progr

ats, product placement, and
amming.” What

sumerism
especially th : =
is the author sayin: 1 B g
S written for Adbusters, an d“tL c::ir_\ff ik
is piece was : g
= : 1e published in Canada. How might it
magazir

me against the media
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a media studies
been written in a rextbook, sa\;hfor iv S
it : tha it is about students; G"; i
? Notice ience of s it
e ¢ if it were written for an audie words the counter-
feren‘ and summarize in your own entertains in this
3. Identify hat Naomi Rockler-Gladen e et
s the & es5e
argumen fairly does she represent € :
article. How faitly he answer them? N
4 how well does she es passionarely
T e o doubr that Rockler-Gladen O i aatiE
: ’s no doubt -why it mat
e his issue, but does she make clear
about this 16, D= =

here does sh do so? If not, lloﬂ)rg_i_gh_
so, where-does she do

36-40. Contrast

sol s ssay on pp- 2 ; a

ser's essay anipe

e A"(“;; cicr‘xl'i“\i?zw that young people are easily m
Rockler-Gla

ment
isi i |dwasser’s argu

d by consumer advertising with Go

ulated by

ii inkers. What
cople today are strong critical thi
that young p

o you d on this
i our QWi stan
ds hink? Write an essay taking v : 4
ink? Write e
L '[)E(OViding examplas fTU['ﬂ YCLII own E'Ktp e[lc:r
o erv’ tions. Frame your essay as a reSpornias{e ceiotn ~o
b : : ;
i iting their arguments as approp s
uthors, ci S hi
aort for what you say Or as a naysayl
P

Reality Television Oxymoron

GEORGE F. WL,

—@—

Frep ALLEN, a mordantly sophisticated radio performer, died
JUst as television was permeating America, in 1956, He warned
us: “Imitation is the sincerest form of television.” S, there will
he imitations of Feqr Factor,

That NBC program, in its first episode [ast week, attracred
nearly 1s to watch s
lois, for a fee. In that episode,

MWirm of biting rats. This wee
Wness to eat worms and sit

12 million voyey mpletons confront their
confronters were covered by a
k the program featured a will-

in.a tub of them.
Pear Factor is an imitatio

n of an MTV program, Jackass,
Mo, perhaps, for its target

viewer. But American television
balig imitative. ABC’s Nightline reports that French, Span-
Ll Japanese television have similar Programming, although
e i vet—matched the Peruvian

show that pays POOr peo-
L\

b P WLl s a syndicated columnis
Wk who writes about
With

t for the Washington Post
politics and other topics. He is also
ABC News. He won the Pulitzer Prize for distinguished
BRI 1977, The piece included here was first published in
B 1 in June 2001.

ey

me against the media — part 2



http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/05/opinion/05iht-edcohen.1.17547320.html

Perfecting the Union

Americans, in the inevitable recession ahead, will have a leader The other day | dotar e,
who can summon their better natures rather than speak, as Bush satin 1955, Martin Luther Kir: ;:l)linj -Mnllgly this: Rns:! Pirks 10
has, to their spite. ] ran in 2008. That our childrefrni het ﬂm 43 Bt Ol

I vored in Brooklyn. There was a two-hour line. I got talk- Tough days lie ahead, Bug o & P
ing to the woman behind me. I told her chat as a naturalized cans have earned that rig;ht al s
American [ was voting for the first time. When I emerged from the world, !
the voting booth the woman said: “Congratulations.”

That single word said a lot about citizenship as an idea and
a responsibility, rather than a thing of blood or ethnicity or Joining the Conversarion

ent o dream. Amer|.
ong with the renewed respect of

race. <
And it occurred to me that Obama's core conviction about 15 L. What is Roger Cohen

j e i en’s arg

the “American saga”—his belief in the connectedness of all think he'is respondin g

B ;

American—stemmed from his own unlikely experience of “they say”? £

American transformation. . Written in the euphoria followin

ument? What argument(s) do you
= fenl
to? Where in his text can you see 4

g Obama’s victory, this is

A Kenyan father passing briefly through these shores; a : . ; o}
Kenyan fz P g y g a hopeful piece. Does Cohen acknowledge

any perspectives
are they, and how
I perspectives could he haye

chance encounter with a young Kansan woman; a biracial bay that are not so optimistic—and if s
handed off here and there but fortunate at least in the accident [ J respond? What (Jth]: 150, what
of Hawaiian birth. considered?
Obama has spoken without cease about his conviction of - Some skeptics objected that Cohen’s arti
American possibility born from this experience. He intuited leading, offarns naivcr -lOILnsaAm-cle‘ Paieie cheer-
that, after years of the debasement of so many core American Obaid e wouidclvcrkv l.(l:’pumnsuc view of what
ideas, a case for what the preamble to the U.S. Constitution S boo{‘frz el'arfd 11()-[lng that the
calls “a more perfect union” would resonate. & R v ‘e ‘.I ffc” L to achieve. Readi
He was rarely explicit about race, although he spoke of slay: - how would you now ke ‘[’;a“; ter‘C')ham-a'was sworn in,
ery as America’s “original sin.” He did not need to be. At i 4. Based on his piece lle:re .h \:(b] i PPSIUOD?
time of national soul-searching, what could hetter symbolize i respond.to the question 'th{? : 9 you think Cohen would
“more perfect union” and the overcoming of the wounds of thi America is “over”? Cige a_c mf[cr.pmes’ _Wherher or not
original sin than the election to the White House of an Africnne response. ¢ et iomb s ey ek
American? T A e en Oy P i e e !
And what stronger emblem could be offered to the world uf citing E(:il;[::: ;ZdWI :e L lesmr.ldmg 5
an American renewal startling enough to challenge the asiii i Other texts from this chapr,

this question,
€r.

tions of every state on earth?
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http://townhall.com/columnists/georgewill/2001/06/20/reality television

oxymoron

veyors of Fear Factor not at all from heroin pushers, who are
not the purveyors’ moral inferiors. ,

How will a “pro-choice” society object toa program—let’s call
it “Who Really Wants to be a Millionaire?—on whic‘h consent-
ing contestants will be offered $1 million to pla .Russxa letts
with a revolver loaded with a real bullet! Imagine the audleﬁcg
for the chance to see violent death in IEW

“in the comfort of one’s living mnm.,That's entertainment.

Joining the Conversation

1. George F. Will describes as a “rzce to the bottom” the;V"
in which people |“degra le_themselves for money.”
‘ifﬁiﬁ%%ﬁ‘{jﬁﬁﬁdeﬁnition? Wheie_.in his cric
" tique is a “they say” that defends such pwgran'fmuj_g'l
2. Will tises strong language to convey his negative view i
just of relevision programming but of many otht_at a:r»pgc: !
society. He discusses “today’s endemic exhibirionism,™ ¢
instance, and talks of life “in an increasingly 'mfanll:i (
society.” How does he see TV fitting into this larger pic an
3. This piece was syndicated to more than 400 papeté\ﬂ il
it’s written in language that is quite formal, even ac .
How does Will's formal style relate t© his argument
the “downward spiral” of popular culture todayﬂ il 1
kind of people he wants his readers to become!?
4, Compare Will's views of television viewers
the views of Steven Johnson (pp- 213-30) or Da
(pp- 231-34).
5. Write an essay responding to Will, drawing ar
experience as a television viewer and citing the i
at least one other author in this chaprer,
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Hidden Intellectualism

GERALD GRAFF

—

Evervone knows SOME

“street smart” but does poor]
think, that one wha is S0 int
life: seems unable to apply th;
What doesn’t occur to us,
might be at fault for missi

yming person who is impressively
ly in school. What « waste, we
elligent about so many things in
at intelligence to academic wark,
though, is that schools and colleges

o iy ng the OPpPortunity to tap into such
: § and channel them into gaod academic work

Nor do we consider one of the major reasons wh hool
il colleges overlook the intellecrual potential u%stre:ts‘c "m 4
ihe facr that we associate thase streer smarts withb 1“‘*”?‘
e tual concerns. We associate the educated [ife, thfrll:f}u

the mi 1
R iind, too 1?arrnwly and exclusively with subjecrs and
A tha we consider inherently weighty and academic, We

I GRAFF, one of the co-authors of this book, is a professor of
. 1 education ac the University of linois at Chicay 0'“:; (')
M enident of the Modern Language Association, 4 UgS .-b ¢ :
| Il wssociation of scholars and teachers of Engl’ish and o;rlliir

0 Ihin essay is adapted from his 2003 book Clueless in Aca-

i Sehaoling Obscures the Life of the Mind.
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https://www.aei.org/publication/the-decline-and-fall-of-declinism/

o
Eﬂ
]

Dell and HP dominate the global PC market. More than
330 million PCs are running Microsoft software worldwide,
Apple iTunes has displaced Sony's music-downloading sys-
tem—inside Japan. Google was created by a pair of Stanford
grad students without any government helpat all, yet it so dom-
inates the Web that the EU is pouring some $290 million into
birthing an answer.

Ferguson observes that half of the 30,000 McDonald’s restau-
rants are located somewhere other than the United States, and
that 70 percent of Coke’s thirsty drinkers reside ousside North
America. Starbucks has stores in 39 countries—from Austria
to the United Arab Emirates to Australia,

Wal-Mart has 2,700 stores outside the United States,
planting the low-price banner in 14 countries. “In the past
year,” boasts the Wal-Mart corporation, “the comparny

became majority owner of Seiyu in Japan, complered {14

acquisition of Sonae in Brazil, and expanded into six new
markets including Northern Ireland, Costa Rica, El
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.” Wal- T
projects global sales of $344 billion in 2007, positioning iy
retail juggernaut just outside the top 30 in global ranking
for national GDPs,

The converse, even in this global economy, simply
hold. Although Americans are notorious for appropriating|
other cultures, they are not flocking to British retailers, of |
ing Afri Cola, or logging on to some Euro-Goagle, or i
ing French PCs.

Bur don't take my word for it. As French presidern &
Sarkozy matter-of-factly puts it, “The United St |
world’s leading economic, military, and monetary
Your economy is flourishing, your intellectual life h |

Not bad for a nation in “steep decline.”

4 08

The Decline and Fal] of Declinisy

Joiing the Convermtfon

1. Ala i i
e zu\:ﬂ Dowd beg:ns his essay with several Paragraphs [ay
a position that he then s i i
. : £oes on to disagree i h
naysayers, ot
I 1; f;:es, tn other wors. Do you find this approach to he
Clive way of OPening this essay? Why or why not?

Presents a view thay .
' almos
dicts thar expressed ] e

a L ;ln th?’ Previous essay, by Bob Herberr
s 4-403). Lise ¢ € evidence thar each author Presents
Mpare the two Jisgs, How migh You incorporae jde. ‘
8 as
an ess;
essay of your own? What would your thesis
would yoy support ir?
3
. . -
. use of economic statistics in making his argu
oy, - Lhey seem 1y bresent an impressjye Picture of Amer.
AN prosperj :
. lfw ozpcrlty, but are there ather ways of interpreting the
; ) A
mbers? [s there information he doesn’t Present thar mighy
N your view doeg Dowd yse the con-

ceptofa U “decline”?
.S, ne™? What other ¢ ves of i
he nor consider, if any? b=ty s

4 Why does this argument m
vey the importance of his
eral? Whay if;myrhing mj
Mmore eﬁectﬁvcly?

argument and the topic in gen.
ght he added to make this point

% Write your own €858y in response ro
10 bring in some of the
194-403) or Thomas [,

MPport for your viey or

the decline and fall of declinism
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The 1. M5 of Romes and Julie

Joining the Conversation

y ; @@targumem is Roz Chas ing with this cartoon? That
A ipie] E@ AND j“ EJ@T R wha_t_larg:;mimwjﬂ“gv
THE 1 M g OF g@ﬁ = is she trying to make?
s ' e . ) a .
: {r 2 AR \ e - 2. What assumption or position do you think Chast is respond-
. | gt 2 o ) | ing to?
".1 o fﬁ W:iu:f % 3 - This is a visual text, though it includes words as well as pic-
AN ﬁ,.eihm 37 e tures. Imagine you wanted 1o cite this cartoon in an essay
scadl sucked 2day 4 about instant messaging. Write a paragraph about the point
heard wylander got mad & ‘; ‘ ; Chast makes, quoting from the cartoon for examples. Be sure
) i ek § uﬂ:“ l’“\‘"":: il T T Y to introduce any quotations and to follow them up with your
tat o 2,-,";‘2— S F own explanation,
laskis “k‘l"m‘ s fea . Rewrite the dialogue between Romeo and Juliet using for-
lTn g0 nicks party S mal English. How does this change in language affect the
o j i areunded Wity you read the cartoon? What sort of pictures should
bl / AEcompany your revision?

cn

W T vy H H
carkera uue:“":;m“ vk like a passage from another classic literary text and rewrite
y bl b =
spamish

i | It 15 Chast has here, as an instant message. You might try
_mmrh; e Mincthing from The Odyssey, Pride and Prejudice, The Greag
(autier) :’ o : Wiltitry, or any other rext you have studied,

;uin bye See ¥ A &
- Kexoxaxoxo byt .
@xnumﬂw;mannﬁxxg 9

¢ for the New Yorker, Wiy

nis! :
?0(2))(2‘ She is also the author &l

hearies of Everything (2006),

Roz CHasT is a staff ¢

p: in
toon first appeared i .
many books, among them
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the IMs of romeo and juliet
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22&source=bl&ots=LzGD4ckD ig=ei
nm&sig=
ig=ei36eLBYgMp2QrQb30MaymL6 7Y&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0CCIQ6AEWAWoVChMIm8314I
m IxwlVBKSICh1glA7Vi#v=

onepage&q=%22many%20observers?
s%20and%20commentators%2
Ohave%20looked%20at%20the? itali
e%20vitality%22&f=false (PAGE
S 40-48)

issue annual report cards on every other country (RSN
Washington, D.C., has become a bubble, smug s ok aEaE
with the world outside.

The 2007 Pew Global Attitudes Survey showsed (1 iR
able increase worldwide in positive views about free trntlag M
kets, and democracy. Large majorities in countries ot (I
and Germany to Bangladesh and Nigeria said that growii e
ties between countries Were good. Of the forey-seven CHIMIIS
polled, however, the one that came in dead last in ters GhsiiE
port for free crade was the United States. I the five yenm 1§
survey has been done, no country has seen as great a dropait
as the Unired States.

Or rake a look at the attitudes toward foreign compiiile
When asked whether they had a positive impact, a surprisi il
large number of people in countries like Brazil, Nigeria, Indis
and Bangladesh said yes. Those countries have typically been
suspicious of Western multinationals. (South Asia’s unease (o
some basis; after all, it was initially colonized by a multination i\l
corporation, the British East India Company.) And yet, T3 per
cent in India, 73 percent in Bangladesh, 70 percent n Brazily
and 82 percent in Nigeria now have positive views of thes
companies. The figure for America, in contrast, is 45 percent,
which places us in the bottom five. We want the world toaccept
American companies with open arms, but when they come
here—that’s a different matter. Attitudes on immigration rep-
resent an even larger reversal. On an issue where the United

States has been the model for the world, the country has
regressed toward an angry defensive crouch. Where we once
wanted to pioneer every new technology, we now look at inno-
vation fearfully, wondering how it will change things.
The irony is that the rise of the rest is a consequence of
American ideas and actions. For sixty years, American politi-

418

it lands © rake up the challenge of compett

The Last Superpower
" h n
i ind diplomats have traveled around the vmrh! pushi g,‘
: {05 to open their markers, free up their politics, :lm.
- 1 oaales indis
(nliace trade and technology- We have urged peoples ir
| ng in the global
i q i W
smomy, freeing up their currencies, and developing D€
Unomy,

¥: al ¢ ¢ dnd 1
(dusiries. We counseled them @ be unafraid of change and
* : ked: the natives have

Juiin the secrets of our sUCcess: And it wor
jrten good at capitalism- But now we are l\e:;n‘ e
i the very things we have long celebrated—free MATKELS 1 ¢
technological changes. And all this is hap-
. orld is open-

ming suspicious

\rmigration, and s
pening when the tide s going our Way- Just as the W

ing up: Ammerica i closing down- e
Generations from NOW, when historians write abou 5

1 r decades rwenty-
vimes, they might note that, in the early decades of the y

the United States succeeded in its €1 ear and hi

4
first century, 4
g . Bur along the ways they

toric mission—it globalized the world-

might write, it forgot 0 globalize itself.

NoTEs

1. Thomas | Friedman, The World Is Flde: A Brief History of rhc-- Fu\-mw’s
e G York: Farrar 2005) 226 Andy Grove's srarement is quoted

e The Great Shift of Wealth and

in Clyde Prestowitz, Three Rillion New Capitalists:

Powe he East (New York: Basic, 2005) 8. ) . ,

“m; IEL:[ll\rEf‘: -:;wr:r‘. The War for Wealth: Why Globalization Is Bleeding the
. Labor < € art,

West of Its Prosperity (New York: MeGraw, 2008)

Joining the C:nwcrscm‘:m

i Zakaria's mai it in this essay and what
1. What is Fareed Zakaria's main point i Lt
g to! Summartze the ¥ say” an¢

mgumcm(s) is he rcspnmlm
“chey say” of his argument.

the last superpower
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2. In writing about the short-term future of the United States
in paragraph 4, Zakaria asserts that the country “will face
the most intense economic competition it has ever faced.”
Summarize his arguments about the domestic and interna-
tional challenges that he believes the United States will
face.

3. In paragraph 13, Zakaria discusses the effects of the Unired
States’ history of isolation from the rest of the world. He
writes, “Americans speak few languages, know little about
foreign cultures, and remain unconvinced that they need to
rectify this. Americans rarely benchmark to global standards
because they are sure that their way must be the best and
most advanced. The resulr is that they are increasingly sus-
picious of this emerging global era.” These comments are
the reflections of someone who was born and raised abroud
but has chosen to live his life in the United States. How

would you respond to his characterization of Americuin
based on your own experiences and observations?
4. What audience do you think Zakaria is attempting to reuely
in this essay? How do you know? Of what is he trying to pel
suade the reader, and how effective do you think he !

5. Zakaria concludes his essay by suggesting that future hishe

rians might note that “the United States succeeded i
great and historic mission—it globalized the warlil |
along the way, they might write, it forgot to globulize 11k
(paragraph 18). Write a response to this point in whith §
agree with it, disagree with it, or both agree and diw

The World Is Flat
THOMAS L, FRIEDMAN

—E—

No ONE EVER Jit

a irectinmal:
hefre A dt;e n;‘dxrcctmns like this on a golf course
“ither Microsoft or IBM >
the firs tee ac the T IBM.” 1 was standin
e !ndiaﬂ;:hKGA Gglalf Club in downtown Banga!ori ‘::
» WREN my playing ; i
¢lass-and-s ildi & parmer pointed ¢ shi
Bla -stee, i at two shi
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2. At times Berman uses strong language to express his opin-
ions; for example, he calls the section about how the Bush
administration convinced the United States to enter the
Iraq war “The Lies.” Find other examples of such charged
language. What does such language contribute to the devel-
opment of Berman's argument that more measured or neu-
tral language might not?

- In presenting such a negative picture of the Bush adminis-
tration, does Berman offer any naysayers to his own views?
If not, suggest some and decide where in the text they might
go. i

- How likely is this piece to convince someone who has a
more positive view of the Bush policies and actions? What
advice would you give to Berman about how he could het-
ter persuade such a reader to take his position seriously?

- Respond to Berman’s argument. Start by summarizing iy
views, and then agree with them, disagree, or both agree and
disagree. Remember: if you agree, you still need to add some-
thing new to the conversation; if you disagree or have mixul

feelings, you need to explain why.
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to “it is inevitable and unavoidable”)

a relatively small part of the planet. Same with the Industrial
Revolution. This flatrening process is happening at warp speed
and directly or indirectly touching a lot more people on the
planet at once. The faster and broader this transition 1o a new
era, the more likely is the potential for disruption, as opposed
to an orderly transfer of power from the old winners to the new
winners,

To putit another way, the experiences of the high-tech com-
panies in the last few decades who failed to navigate the rapid
changes brought about in their marketplace by these types of
forces may be a warning to all the businesses, institutions, and
nation-states that are now facing these inevitable, even
predictable, changes but lack the leadership, flexibility,
and imagination to adapt—not because they are nor
Smart or aware, but because the speed of change is sim-
ply overwhelming them,

And that is why the great challenge for our time will be 1o
absorb these changes in ways that do not overwhelm people
but also do not leave them behind. None of this will he: ey
Bu this is our task. It is inevitable and unavoidable,
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Thinking Outside the 1dior Box

From the vantage point of someone who watches 2 hell of
alot of TV (but still far less than the average Ametican), the sented in the reading by G
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Joining the Conversation

{. In her opening paragraph, Dana Stevens summarizes Sty
Johnson’s thesis statement from “Watching TV Makes
Smarter” (pp- 213-30). How can you tell Stevens i 1§
speaking for herself here, but rather is describing @ view !
she disagrees with? What metacominen tary can you fi
signals her intent? .

2 What specific criticisms docs Stevens male of the Juhy
essay] Which one is most persuasive 0 Yot and whyl

3. While strongly disagreeing with Johnson’s view that 1
sion viewing can be intellectually enriching, Steve
that she also does not like “the wet-hlanket Puritn
the anti-TV crowd,” a position one could argue &
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http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/surfergirl/2005/04/thinkingoutside_the_idiot_box.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/surfergirl/2005/04/thinkingoutside_the_idiot_box.html
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Bart Simpson: Prince of Irreverence
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The Simpsons is the closest thing in America to a narional

media literacy program. By pretending to be a kids' cartoo

the show gets away with murder—thar is, : .
of our most coercive media iconography
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I commercial breaks. Their very function as a form of media
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