
Mr. Roets  
Room 318 

Course Expectations for American Literature (11th Grade) – 2017/2018 
 
Everyday Class Requirements: 
Students are expected to arrive in class with the following: 

• The appropriate text 
• Completed homework 
• A notebook 
• Pen or pencil 
• A willingness to learn 
• Energy 
• Respect for themselves, each other, and the teacher 

 
Students are expected to follow the rules and regulations of the school as set out in the Student 
Handbook.  Students are expected to follow the mutually agreed upon rules of the classroom. 
 
PHONES: Phones are not to be seen or heard, unless their use is requested by Mr. Roets. There 
will be appropriate times to use phones in class, but that determination will be made by the 
instructor. 
 
Extra Help: 
Extra help is available by appointment in room 318.  I have hall duty period 1, prep periods 4 and 
7 (possibly in room 318), and I am available by appointment after school (can be tricky during 
play seasons and tennis season). 
 
Contact Information:   My email address is jroets@wethersfield.me.  This is BY FAR the best 
way to contact me but the new phone system will work as well. You can speak with me or leave a 
message at 860-571-8200 ext. 1750.  
 
Website:   My school website is WHSRoets.weebly.com. On this site you will find pages for 
American Lit Honors and American Lit Level 2 (as well as ECE Comp, Boys’ Tennis and WHS 
Drama). All major assignments and resources will be on these pages!!!! When in doubt, check the 
webpage. 
 
Assigned Reading: 
Reading is essential for all academic disciplines, but especially so for literature classes.  Reading 
is more than just gazing at words and turning pages; reading requires thought, connections, and 
imagination for comprehension. Expect to read every single day, either in class or for 
homework.  Pages assigned may vary with textual size and difficulty, but honors students can 
expect reading assignments up to forty pages a night (of fiction), level one students up to twenty-
five pages a night, and level two students up to fifteen pages a night. 
 
Written Work: 
The one skill most in demand in today’s world is the ability to communicate effectively in 
writing.  Writing well takes hard work and a conscientious focus.  It is a process, not just a 
product.  Students will write something almost every day in a variety of forms, such as: 

• One page in class responses 
• Reading journals 
• Academic writing – argumentative and persuasive, literary criticism, etc 

mailto:jroets@wethersfield.me
http://whsroets.weebly.com/


• Group reports 
• Research essays 
• Creative writing 

 
 
Re-writes:   
Re-writing is a tool in the process of writing, and should be used before turning in a final draft 
for a grade. However, for the first quarter, all students may re-write anything graded, as many 
times as they would like. A re-write will receive the grade it earns, so you can turn an F into an A 
or a B into a C. This opportunity diminishes in the second quarter; students may re-write, but will 
receive an average of their first grade and the re-write grade. For the second semester, no re-write 
for a grade change is allowed. 
 
Oral Work: 
Students will have daily opportunities to practice their ability to think and talk on their feet in 
class discussion, and more formally in group presentations and individual presentations.  Formal 
oral work will be graded; informal oral work is counted as part of class participation. 
 
Grading: 
Grades are recorded on the computer using PowerSchoolGradebook.  Quarter grades will be 
determined by the following (flexibility may be necessary): 
 Written work- 80%   (5% deadline, 55% essays, 20% responses/classwork) 

[The deadline grade is simple – if you turn in an assignment on 
time you get 100% for a deadline grade.   If the assignment is 
late, you get 0%. Deadline grade has no impact on the essay 
grade.] 

 Quizzes- 15% (reading and vocabulary) 
 Participation- 5% 
 
Semester grades will be determined by the following: 
 Quarter grade- 45% 
 Quarter grade- 45% 
 Semester exam grade-10% 
 
Year grades will be determined by averaging the first and second semester grades. 
 
Late Work:  The deadline grade is meant to encourage students to meet deadlines for essays, but 
essays turned in later than one day will begin to affect the essay grade as well as the deadline 
grade.  In general, essays that are later than one day will decay in grade by 10% a day for three 
days, and then no credit is possible.  (In other words, if you miss the first day, you get a zero on 
the deadline grade, but can still earn up to 100% on the essay. If you miss the second day, you 
can only earn up to 90%, third day 80%, fourth day 70%, and then you’re at 0%.)  If there is a 
legitimate reason for work to be late, and that reason is communicated to me before the due 
date, then leniency may be granted on a case by case basis. 
 
 


