
Essay Assignment for The Crucible 
 
Directions 
 
Choose ONE of the two essay prompts below and TYPE a thoughtful and clear response 
to the question. Each essay should be no less than 2 pages (more likely 3), typed in Times 
New Roman 12 point font and double spaced. A works cited page is required for each 
essay. You will upload this paper into Turnitin.com (instructions forthcoming).  
 
Choice A 
The Crucible is about an actual witch hunt that took place in Salem in the late 1600s.  
However, the term “witch hunt” has been applied to many other historical and modern 
events.   
 
For this essay you must: 

• Summarize the “witch hunt” that occurred in The Crucible (in your summary or in 
your comparison, use at least 4 exact quotes from the text) 

• Define the term “witch hunt” and describe some of its characteristics 
• Describe a modern example of  “witch hunt,” with contemporary examples 
• Discuss what is similar and what is different between the witch hunt of The 

Crucible and your modern example 
• Conclude with why the play may still be important today as it pertains to 

“witchhunts” 
 
Choice B 

INTERVIEW WITH A CHARACTER 
 
Write the script of an interview between a newspaper reporter (you may use “I” to refer 
to yourself) and one of the characters in the play. You need to write 20 open-ended 
questions (that require explanation, not yes or no answers) and two to three sentence 
responses to each question. The answers will need to be character driven -  realistic, and 
thoughtful, based on their “lives” and who they “were” in The Crucible. Use specific 
examples from the play and include at least 4 direct quotes with proper MLA in-text 
citation and a works cited page. 
  
For this essay you must: 

• Choose a character to interview (choose a character you can ask 20 questions of) 
• Inform yourself about that character – IN DETAIL 
• Write 20 open ended questions 
• Answer all 20 questions in the character’s voice, with specific examples from the 

play (at least 4 direct quotes) 
 
 
 
 


