
Summer Reading for English 15006-01:  University of Connecticut English 1010: Seminar in Academic 
Writing  
 
The syllabus says: 
 
The course opens with an immediate follow-up on a summer assignment, which consists of reading the texts Thank You for Arguing,  
by Jay Heinrichs (2013 revised edition), and They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing  with Readings (2009 or 
2018 edition), by Graff, Birkenstein, and Durst.  Both of these texts focus on a relationship between thinkers, readers and 
writers/speakers – a relationship that takes place within a larger communal conversation. In other words, these texts suggest that any 
“high school” model of a response to art or argument that begins and ends with “me” is seriously incomplete. The acts of reading and 
thinking and writing all happen in a swirl of other voices; conversations that inform and confuse and illuminate and obfuscate. Our 
reading and writing are part of such conversations, but we need to see them as such. 
 
Thank You for Arguing gives us a playful introduction to how rhetoric works verbally as well as in the written word. Its use of classic, 
historic and contemporary examples will provide us with some immediately relevant talking points in class, and its appendices will be 
a source of rhetorical exercises and terminology.   
They Say/I Say will provide some actual exercises to do as well as spurring discussion of academic rhetoric. Students will respond to 
the writing prompts that follow each section of “They Say,” “I Say,” “Tying it All Together,” “Entering the Conversation” and the 
readings found in the chapters that follow called “Readings.” This exercise allows students to explore the social and conversational 
aspect of academic writing and models the composition concepts behind the synthesis essay, and the rhetorical concepts behind close 
reading analysis.  The text offers templates of rhetorical tools that students can immediately add to their own writing toolboxes.  
Students will read several of the attached writings and write two response essays, in multiple drafts, to practice the skills of 
summarizing, quoting, determining what matters, assuming a position, planting naysayers, using transitions, and being aware of the 
need for meta-commentary as a writer.   
 
What does this mean?  It means you’ve got some reading and writing to do. 

Read and take notes on Thank You for Arguing (revised edition- 2013). Be ready to talk about it and expect a quiz! 

Your work with They Say/I Say will be more involved. (Make sure you get the edition of the text that comes with 
readings! 2009 edition is available on line through Amazon, as are multiple other editions. 2009 is what we have in 
class, but there are now 3 newer editions.  The 4th Edition (2018) has some excellent readings and is currently the 
lowest price.) The first four sections include chapters of the book dealing with an introduction to the art of academic 
writing and strategies that you can use. Each of the chapters ends with exercises that you should consider, but do not need 
to “do.”  The second half of the book is made up of collections of essays on a variety of topics (5). To give you a taste of 
keeping a reader’s journal, you will answer the five or so “Joining the Conversation” questions that follow each essay.  
The last such question always asks you to write an essay.  To avoid writing eighteen essays over the summer, you need to 
choose ONE essay from each chapter to write.   

To clarify – there will be four (4) questions you will answer in your 
reader’s journal for each of the essays you will read from ANY TWO 
of the five chapters of readings that are the second half of all editions 
of They Say/I Say with Readings.  THEN, you will also choose to 
answer “question five” for any TWO (2) essays you read. So, you will 
write lots of thought provoking short answer type questions and only 
two (2) longer essay type responses. 


